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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1952,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  was  good  throughout  the  year.  This 
is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  weekly  sick  return  of  people  incapacitated 
by  illness  numbered  35  persons  against  an  average  of  42  persons. 

There  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  chicken  pox  amongst  the  younger 
children  but  symptoms  were  very  mild. 

The  population  of  the  town  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  official 
computation  fell  by  104  persons,  but  the  deaths  only  exceeded  the  births 
by  seventeen.  The  remaining  discrepancy  is  best  explained  by  the  settling 
down  process  in  Plymouth  allowing  the  natives  who  have  been  our  guests 
for  the  past  twelve  years  to  return  home. 

In  general,  as  can  be  seen  frosn  the  accompanying  tables,  the  vital 
statistics  of  your  town  compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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SECTION— A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

2,098 

Population — 1931  Census 

5,130 

Population — 1951  Census 

5,889 

Eestimated  Home  Population — Mid  1952 

6,077 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

1,867 

Rateable  Value 

...  £46,724 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  . 

£185 

Loan  Debt  ... 

...  £408,147 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

.  37 

42 

79 

Legitimate 

32 

41 

Illegitimate 

.  5 

1 

England 
&  Wales 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

13-0 

15-3 

Corrected  Birth 

Rate 

15-1 

Still  Births  ... 

... 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births 

12  5 

22-6 

Deaths  ... 

Male 

44 

Female 

52 

Total 

96 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

15-8 

England 
&  Wales 
1 1*3 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

... 

11-5 

Deaths  from  Maternal 

Causes 

... 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality 

... 

•  .  «  ,  .  , 

— 

0-72 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  year 

,  .  .  .  ,  . 

1 

Infant  Mortality  ... 

•  .  . 

.  •  .  •  •  • 

12-7 

27-6 
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Year 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Death 

1946 

6,015 

12-9 

14-9 

1947 

5,974 

16-6 

14-2 

1948 

6,100 

1F9 

15-9 

1949 

6,150 

11-0 

14-6 

1950 

6,140 

101 

12-1 

1951 

6,181 

10*2 

13-4 

1952 

6,077 

13-0 

15-8 

- O - 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 


Infectious  Causes: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

4 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

General  Causes: 

Cancer . 

18 

Cerebral  Vascular  Disease . 

16 

Coronary  Disease 

IV 

15 

Heart  Disease  ... 

13 

Arteriosclerosis  . 

6 

Bronchitis 

4 

Pneumonia 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

Disease  of  the  Prostate 

... 

1 

Gastritis 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

Suicide . 

1 

Accidental  ...  ...  . 

2 

Other  causes 

8 

Infants  under  1  year: 

Marasmus 

1 

Total  ... 

96 
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AGE  OF  DEATH  TABLE 


Age  at  Death 


Male  Female 


Infants  'under  1  year 
1-5  years  ... 

5-15  years 
15-25  years 
25  -  55  years 
35  -  45  years 
45  -  55  years 
55  -  65  years 
65  -  75  years 
75  and  over 


1  — 

1 

1 

2  1 

2  — 

7  6 

14  20 

17  24 


Totals 
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SECTION— B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  health  services  continued  to  work  smoothly  and  a  close  liaison 
exists  between  the  County  Council  officers  and  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

I  would  mention  that  the  relationship  of  the  family  doctors  practising 
in  the  town  and  district  and  the  officers  of  the  Regional  Board  with  your 
Medical  Officer  is  one  of  cordiality  and  mutual  assistance.  In  fact  at  the 
professional  level  complete  harmony  exists.  This  fact  makes  the  admini¬ 
strative  hotch-potch  under  which  we  labour  a  workable  reality. 

Maternity  Accommodation. 

One  is  happy  to  record  that  at  long  last  the  Tavistock  Maternity  Home 
was  opened  on  '6th  May  1953,  to  accommodate  twenty  beds  and  beautifully 
appointed. 

I  would  here  presume  to  congratulate  your  Council  on  their  success 
after  prolonged  negotiations  in  procuring  this  necessary  amenity  for  the 
town  and  district. 
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SECTION— C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Sufficiency:  The  supply  throughout  the  town  remained  sufficient  up 
to  21st  July  when,  as  the  reservoir  level  showed  a  serious  decrease,  it  was 
considered  imperative  to  augment  the  supply  in  order  to  avoid  the  im¬ 
position  of  restrictions  upon  consumers. 

Consequently  the  help  of  the  Devon  County  Fire  Service  was  requested 
and  water  was  pumped  by  means  of  their  appliances  from  Wilminstone 
Quarry  into  the  nearest  main.  A  drip  feed  of  Chloros  was  arranged  over 
the  inlet  to  the  collection  sump  and  daily  samples  of  water  from  the  mains 
taken  during  this  period  of  augmentation  proved  the  supply  to  be  in  Class  1. 

Pumping  was  necessary  from  22nd  July — 10th  August,  and  although 
this  service  was  expensive  owing  to  labour  and  hire  charges,  it  ensured  a 
good  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  to  the  town  during  the  emergency. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  good  progress  has  been  made  on  the 
permanent  scheme  of  augmentation  at  Wilminstone,  which  has  now  been 
finally  approved. 

The  re-organisation  scheme  at  the  Kilworthy  Reservoir  has  also  been 
commenced. 

Quality:  Routine  samples  from  the  Kilworthy  and  Sandy  Park  distri¬ 
bution  mains  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Exeter  for  bacteriological  examination. 

A  total  of  16  samples  of  treated  water  was  taken  during  the  year  and 
the  reports  show  that  all  were  in  Class  1. 

12  samples  of  the  untreated  water  from  each  source  were  also  taken 
Of  these  12  reports,  1 1  show  that  the  water  is  of  excellent  purity  whereas  1 
shows  evidence  of  pollution.  Contamination  of  the  source  is  usually  shown 
after  a  rainy  period  following  a  dry  one,  and  merely  emphasises  the  need 
for  continual  chlorination. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  chemical  examinations  of  samples  of 
the  two  piped  supplies  taken  on  29th  December  1952: 
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Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides  ... 

Kilworthy 

Intake 

1-2 

Sandy  P: 
Intake 
T3 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites 

0 

0 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates 

0-17 

0-2 

Phosphates  ... 

0 

0 

Sulphates 

• - 

— 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

— 

. - 

Total  Hardness  equivalent  to  Calcium 
Carbonate, 

3-0 

5-0 

Temporary  Hardness  (annulled  by  boiling)  ... 

TO 

2-0 

Permanent  Hardness  (not  altered  by  boiling)  ...  » 

.2-0 

3-0 

Saline  Ammonia  ... 

0 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0-0012 

0-0006 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27° C  ... 

0-02 

0-01 

Oxygen  absorbed  immediately  ... 

— 

— 

Lead 

0 

0 

Copper 

0 

0 

Zinc 

0 

0 

lion  in  solution  ... 

0 

0 

iron  in  sedimentary  form 

0 

0 

Manganese 

0 

0 

Total  Solid  Constituents  ... 

9-0 

10-0 

Organic  Matter  observed  in  igniting  the  Solid 
Constituents 

none 

none 

Free  Chlorine 

0-01 

0-006 

Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  equivalent  to  pH 

6-2 

6-4 

Plumbo-solvency:  On  no  occasion  has  lead  been  found  in  a  sample 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis. 

Supply  from  Piped  Mains:  The  majority  of  dwellings  in  the  area 
have  an  internal  piped  supply.  A  very  small  proportion,  which  becomes 
less  each  year,  have  an  external  tap  in  the  rear  yard. 

Treatment:  Both  the  main  supply  from  Kilworthy  and  the  sub¬ 
sidiary  supply  from  Sandy  Park  are  chlorinated  by  simple  chlorination,  a 
residual  of  T5  p.p.m.  being  obtained. 

Occasional  complaints  of  taste  are  received,  but  these  are  by  no  means 
as  numerous  as  in  previous  years,  and  in  view  of  the  occasional  bad  reports 
in  the  untreated  water  it  is  obviously  unsafe  to  discontinue  chlorination. 


Sewerage. 

The  Crowndale  Sewerage  Disposal  plant  has  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily,  the  system  employed  being  treatment  in  sedimentation  tanks 
followed  by  land  irrigation,  the  final  effluent  being  discharged  into  the 
River  Tavy. 

Reports  on  samples  of  this  effluent  and  also  the  river  water  above  and 
below  the  point  of  discharge  which  were  taken  on  21st  August  show  that 
the  effluent  is  of  a  highly  satisfactory  quality  being  devoid  of  pollutive 
power,  whilst  the  river  water  is  very  clean  above  and  below  the  point  of 
discharge. 

The  repairs  to  the  East  Crowndale  Sewerage  Disposal  plant  referred  to 
in  my  last  report  were  not  completed  during  1952  owing  to  other  more 
urgent  work  being  undertaken.  The  plant  however  is  operating  satis¬ 
factorily  and  reports  on  samples  of  the  effluent  and  river  water  taken  on 
21st  August  show  that  the  effluent  is  satisfactory  and  has  no  pollutive  action. 

Swimming  Bath. 

The  Bath  was  well  patronised  during  the  season  particularly  by 
organised  parties  from  the  schools. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Bath  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  The  reports  show  that  whilst  the  water  on  entering 
the  Bath  is  quite  pure,  it  requires  rechlorinating  after  a  few  days  and 
completely  changing  once  a  fortnight. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  is  a  continuous  operation,  the  staff 
being  always  on  the  look  out  for  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances. 

207  complaints  of  one  kind  or  another  were  received  at  the  office  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  The  majority  were  dealt  with  by  verbal  communication 
with  the  persons  responsible,  but  in  six  cases  informal  written  notice  was 
given.  In  one  of  these  six  cases  it  was  ultimately  necessary  to  serve  a 
Statutory  Notice  which  was  duly  complied  with. 

166  visits  were  made  to  premises  during  the  checking  of  housing 
applications  and  steps  \Mere  taken  to  remedy  defects  and  abate  nuisances 
disclosed  during  these  visits. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation:  No  charge  is  made  by  the  Health 
Department  for  the  disinfection  of  premises  after  a  case  of  infectious  disease 
or  the  death  of  the  occupier.  Neither  is  any  charge  made  for  treating  ver¬ 
minous  premises.  Although  the  liability  is  legally  the  tenants,  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  this  work  is  a  public  health  duty  of  the  Department  and  that 
every  possible  assistance  should  be  given  to  the  occupiers. 

During  the  year  10  premises  were  disinfected  and  2  disinfested  at  the 
occupiers  request. 

Rodent  Control:  The  control  of  rats  and  mice  in  the  area  has 
continued  to  be  operated  by  direct  labour — no  outside  firm  or  person  being 
employed.  The  results  achieved  have  been  most  satisfactory  and  regular 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  refuse  tip  and  the  town  sewers. 

A  total  of  33  council,  private  and  business  premises  were  treated  during 
the  year  and,  apart  from  the  refuse  tip  and  the  sewers,  in  only  one  instance 
was  it  found  necessary  to  give  a  second  treatment  in  order  to  clear  the 
infestation. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 
1. — Inspections: 


1 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 

which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

13 

22 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

58 

60 

fiii)  Other  Prem¬ 
ises  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

3 

8 

Total  ... 

!  74 

90 

— 

1 

nsEEjsaarasniijKK  :3ffisiuJSEiarLzrsa  jzkz  ramp 
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2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found: 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5} 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Sanitary 
Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

—— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ . 
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3. — Outwork: 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out-workers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110  (1)  (c). 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  etc. 

1 

National  Assistance  Act  1948 — Section  47. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  1948,  during  the  year. 
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Weather: 

The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics  for  the  yeear: — 
Height  above  sea  level — 457  feet  in  Stevenson  Screen. 

Latitude — 50-33  N.;  Longitude— 4-10  W. 

The  total  amount  of  rain  was  45-96  ins. 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  was  196. 

The  average  amount  of  rain  is  49-3  ins. 

The  greatest  fall  was  2-43  ins.  on  15th  August. 
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RAINFALL  FOR  1952 


Month 

Total  Depth 

Greatest  Fall  in 

Date 

No.  of  days 

in  Inches 

24  hours  (ins.) 

which  rain  f< 

January 

.  5-28 

0-76 

30  th 

22 

February  .. 

.  L18 

0-26 

13  th 

13 

March  . 

.  4-83 

M3 

6  th 

16 

April  . 

.  4-04 

0-73 

13  th 

17 

May  . 

.  2-98 

0-81 

10  th 

11 

June  . 

.  L66 

0-55 

8  th 

10 

July  . 

.  L54 

1-10 

7  th 

9 

August 

.  6-64 

2-43 

15  th 

17 

September 

.  4-31 

0-69 

8  th 

20 

October 

.  5-56 

0-70 

27  th 

19 

November 

.  4-02 

0-84 

21  st 

19 

December 

.  3-92 

0-62 

19  th 

23 

45-96 

196 
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SECTION— D. 

HOUSING. 

During  1952,  14  new  Council  dwellings  were  completed  making  a 
total  of  184  completed  since  building  recommenced  in  1946.  The  dwellings 
completed  during  the  year  were  all  erected  on  the  Greenlands  Estate  and 
comprised: — 


4- 2  Bedroom  Bungalows. 

5- 3  Bedroom  Houses. 

3-2  Bedroom  Maisonettes. 

2-1  Bedroom  Maisonettes. 

The  lock-up  shop  on  the  Greenlands  Estate  was  also  completed,  and  is 
apparently  much  appreciated  by  the  many  housewives  on  the  Estate. 

Good  progress  was  made  on  the  extension  to  this  Estate,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  the  variations  in  external  finishes  of  the  dwellings,  and 
the  attractive  but  economical  layout. 

In  addition,  10  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  by  private  individuals 
during  1952  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  on  the  register  at  31st 
December  1952  was  140— this  figure  does  not  include  those  applicants  who 
had  been  allocated,  under  the  Council’s  system  of  forward  allocation, 
houses  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Of  these  140  applicants,  70  were  resident  outside  the  Urban  Area  and 
only  27  of  this  70  were  actually  employed  in  Tavistock. 
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The  following  list  indicates  the  different  types  of  accommodation 


required  by  the  140  applicants: 

Single  bedroom  requirements  ... 

53  applicants 

Two  bedroom  requirements 

55  applicants 

Three  bedroom  requirements  ... 

28  applicants 

Four  bedroom  requirements  ... 

4  applicants 

Total  . 

140 

The  number  of  applicants  is  considerably  lower  than  at  the  31st 
December  1951,  and  I  think  it  can  reasonably  be  said  that  the  hard  core 
of  the  housing  problem  has  now  been  dealt  with.  The  number  of  appli¬ 
cants  for  two  bedroom  accommodation  is  still  the  highest  showing  that  the 
majority  of  the  larger  families  have  been  re-housed,  and  that  the  greatest 
demand  is  from  elderly  couples,  families  with  one  child,  and  newly  married 
couples. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  concentrate  on  two  bedroomed  houses 
during  1953  and,  by  transferring  families  with  only  one  child  from  the 
single  bedroom  maisonettes  to  two  bedroom  houses,  make  more  accommo¬ 
dation  available  for  childless  and  elderly  couples. 

Many  of  the  older  Council  Houses  are  under-occupied  but  the  Council 
have  always  taken  a  sympathetic  view  of  these  cases,  and  have  never  en¬ 
forced  compulsory  transference  of  widows  or  elderly  couples  from  three 
bedroom  houses  which,  in  many  cases,  the  tenants  concerned  have  occupied 
for  over  20  years. 

At  31st  December  1952,  the  Council  controlled  the  following  Council 
accommodation  and  requisitioned  property: 

4  -  4  bedroom  houses  (built  prior  to  1946) 

213  -  3  bedroom  houses  (116  of  these  built  prior  to  1946) 

60  -  2  bedroom  houses  (24  of  these  built  prior  to  1946) 

10-2  bedroom  old  persons  bungalows 
34  -  Single  bedroom  maisonettes 

3  -  Two  bedroom  maisonettes 

4  -  Two  bedroom  Bungalows 
15  -  Requisitioned  premises 


Total  ...  343 


The  Council  have  pursued  a  policy  of  de-requisitioning  premises  under 
licence  as  occasion  arose  and  further  premises  will  be  de-requisitioned 
during  1953. 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS  and  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
Action  taken  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 
RETURN  FOR  THE  PERIOD  1st  APRIL  1952  to  31  st  DECEMBER  1952. 


PART  A— CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling- 

houses  demolished  in  the 

period 

Number  of 

- 

persons 

Unfit  houses 

Other  houses 

displaced 

(1) 

Land 

coloured  “pink”  ... 

Nil 

— 

(2) 

Land 

coloured  “grey”  ... 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

PART  B — HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Demolition  and  Closing  Orders: 

(1)  Housing  Act  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure  under  Section  1 1 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Sect¬ 
ion  11  and  still  in  force  ... 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  ... 

(2)  Housing  Act  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  clos¬ 
ing  Orders  substituted  under  Section  3(2) 


Number  of 

Persons 

Houses 

Displaced 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Repairs: 


INFORMAL  ACTION 


Number  of 
houses 


(3)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 
tjne  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ... 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

(4)  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(5)  Housing  Act  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(Section  9,  10  and  16) 

(a)  by  owners  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 
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1 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION— E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Regular  inspections  of  all  food  premises  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  majority  of  premises  were  main¬ 
tained  in  a  very  clean  condition,  and  that  whole-hearted  co-operation  was 
given  to  the  staff  by  the  traders  concerned. 


Milk 

16  visits  were  made  to  the  dairies  in  the  district  and  no  formal  action 
under  the  Regulations  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  sa/iples  taken  during  the 
period  under  review  and  the  results  obtained: — 


Grade  Total  Samples  Taken  Passed  Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  20  16  4 

Ordinary  . 16  13  3 

Pasteurised  .  11  11  — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  1  1  — 

Total  .  48  41  7 


In  addition  to  the  above,  3  samples  of  milk  (2  Tuberculin  Tested  and 
1  Ordinary)  were  taken  and  submitted  for  biological  examination  and  each 
was  found  to  be  non-tubercular. 


For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  milk  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Pathological  Department  of  the  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital, 
Greenbank  Road,  Plymouth,  but  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  all 
samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Exeter. 

Ice  Cream 

4  premises  in  the  Urban  Area  were  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  but 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  only  two  premises  using  the  cold  mix  method 
were  operating. 


In  addition  19  premises  were  registered  for  sale  and  storage  purposes 
only. 


38  visits  and  inspections  were  made  of  the  above  premises  in  order 
to  ensure  clean  methods  of  production  and  handling.  A  total  of  32 
samples  of  ice  cream  was  taken  and  the  reports  show  that  each  sample 
satisfied  the  prescribed  test  for  cleanliness. 
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Bakehouses 

52  visits  were  made  to  the  6  Bakehouses  in  the  area  and  the 
conditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory. 


Only  one  bakehouse  continued  to  harbour  a  small  infestation  of 
cockroaches,  which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  building,  is  very  difficult  to 
completely  eradicate. 

It  is  felt  however  that  the  control  measures  which  are  constantly  in 
operation  will  ultimately  prove  successful. 


Restaurants  and  Cafes 

Owing  to  the  influx  of  holiday  makers,  coach  parties,  etc.,  these  premi¬ 
ses  had  a  very  busy  time  during  the  summer  months  and  the  premises  and 
staff  were  taxed  to  the  utmost. 


Regular  inspections  were  made,  particularly  during  the  busy  periods, 
resulting  in  a  total  of  99  visits.  With  one  exception  the  premises  were 
found  to  be  well  maintained  and  the  traders  concerned  were  most  co¬ 
operative.  One  tradesman  however  failed  to  keep  his  premises  in  even  a 
reasonable  condition,  after  making  due  allowance  for  the  poor  type  of 
building  he  had  to  cope  with.  As  a  result  after  several  severe  warnings, 
he  appeared  before  the  members  of  the  appropriate  Committee  and  was 
informed  quite  clearly  that  prosecution  would  follow  any  further  repetition 
of  his  conduct.  Shortly  after,  this  tradesman  gave  up  the  business  of 
catering  and  the  premises  are  no  longer  used  for  that  purpose. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  notification  of  food  poisoning  was  received  during  the  year. 
Meat  Inspection 

The  town  abattoir  continues  to  serve  a  large  area,  and  dealt  with 
13,355  animal  carcases  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  over  1,600  on  the 
previous  year. 

All  carcases  and  offals  were  inspected  before  removal  from  the 
Abattoir.  This  important  duty  entailed  608  visits,  many  of  them  out  of 
normal  working  hours. 

Routine  visits  are  made  to  the  Abattoir  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Area 
Technical  Advisor  who  has  made  no  adverse  comment  on  the  method  and 
efficiency  of  meat  inspection  in  Tavistock. 

The  improvements  to  the  overhead  track  at  the  Abattoir  referred  to  in 
my  previous  report  were  completed  and  the  electric  hoist  and  carcase  splitter 
were  also  installed.  This  has  resulted  in  more  rapid  and  efficient  slaughter¬ 
ing  and  the  beef  carcases  when  dressed  have  a  more  presentable  appearance. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  the  carcases,  parts,  and  organs 
condemned  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Number  killed  ... 
(if  known) 

Cattle, 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1753 

748 

1579 

8348 

927 

Number  inspected 

1753 

748 

i579 

8348 

927 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

14 

28 

58 

119 

21 

916 

391 

12 

1269 

101 

53-05% 

56-02% 

4-43  % 

16-62% 

13-16% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 
carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

6 

35 

7 

8 

69 

124 

58 

4-27% 

21-25% 

•44% 

7-11% 

, 

Congenital  Tuberculosis 

4  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  were  notified  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  order  that  the  dams  could  be 
traced  and  destroyed.  Only  one  of  the  dams  was  traced  and  on  slaughter 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  advanced  tuberculosis.  The  other  three 
dams  were  not  traced. 
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Cysticercus  Bovis 

All  bovine  carcases  were  carefully  examined  for  this  parasitic  con¬ 
dition.  36  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  and  were  dealt  with  in  the 
prescribed  manner. 


Other  Foodstuffs 

The  usual  assortment  of  foodstuffs,  found  on  inspection  to  be  unsound, 
was  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  traders  concerned  and  removed  from 
their  premises  for  destruction. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938 

Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  came 
into  operation  in  August  1950  and  members  of  the  catering  trade  are  in 
possession  of  a  copy. 
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SECTION— F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year 
by  medical  practitioners: 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  4 
Puerperal  Pryexia  ...  ...  1 


The  following  cases  were  notified  from  the  schools  during  the  year: 


C.  Pox 

Mumps 

W.  Cough 

G.  Measles 

Trench  Mouth 

Tavistock  C.P.  103 

36 

2 

— 

1 

Tavistock  S.M.  — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ...  103 

37 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria: 

No  cases  of  this  disease  occured  during  the  year  and  a  satisfactory 
response  from  the  public  as  regards  immunisation  was  obtained. 

Tuberculosis: 

Two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year,  and  four  deaths  recorded  from  this  cause. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  45  cases  of  tuberculosis  remained  on  the 
register  as  follows:— 

Pulmonary  Non-Puhnonary 

Males  .  22  Males  .  4 

Females  .  14  Females  .  5 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  the  ready 
hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  also  Mr.  Robinson  who  has  been 
responsible  for  the  sanitary  section  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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